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villain who exercised an insidious influence over his master.
The Sayyid brothers held the highest civil and military posts
and desired that no promotions or appointments should
be made or ranks conferred without consulting them. They
resented the interference of Mir Jumla in matters that con-
cerned their office. Mir Jumla, being more wily and in-
triguing, succeeded in depreciating the two brothers in the
eyes of the Emperor and in making him believe that they
desired to usurp all authority for themselves and their relatives,
leaving him a mere puppet.
To weaken the power of the Sayyid brothers, a scheme was
contrived by Mir Jumla to separate the two brothers. First, it
was proposed by the Emperor to send Husain cAli Khan
against Raja Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, who, after the death of
Aurangzib, had been guilty of many improper acts and en-
croachments. During the campaign in Rajputana, Husain CAH
Khan received messages from his brother urging him to re-
turn to the capital without delay. Amiru'l-Umara (Husain
'Ali Khan) felt anxious for his brother and patched up a
hurried peace with Raja Ajit Singh who, finding himself un-
able to resist, agreed to pay tribute.1
After settling the terms of peace, Amlru'l-Umara set out
and reached the capital on 16th July 1714. The Emperor,
being a weak man, failed to achieve any of his schemes. Most of
the nobility felt disheartened, not so much because of sympathy
with the Sayyid brothers as on account of the capriciousness of
the Emperor, who had started favouring men of low origins
like Muhammad Murad—a wily Kashmiri and others of his
stamp. They tacitly sided with the Sayyid brothers. The name of
rtimadu'd-Daulah (Muhammad Amin Khan) may be cited
as one of them. Now Mir Jumla persuaded the Emperor to
appoint Amiru'l-Umara as Viceroy of the Deccan, in place of
Nizamu'1-Mulk, in order to separate him from his brother,
the Prime Minister. Amlru'l-Umara, knowing as he did the
resources of the Deccan, welcomed this opportunity and hoped
to use it for the consolidation of his own and his brother's
position. He accepted the offer, but desired to exercise the
duties of his office through a deputy appointed by himself, in
accordance with the practice established by Zulfiqar Khan,
1 KbafI Khan, vol. II, p. 737.

